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"All the reports I have heard from the areas now
occupied by the Red Army are very good. Every-
where the soldiers pay in cash: there has been no
confiscation of money or property. It is much better
than many " Government" armies that we have had.
All the other banks send us anxious inquiries about
the condition of Shensi and Kansu, and we can only
say that we see no cause for alarm."
He chuckled suddenly. "The Reds have given us
an invitation to go to the North to visit their own
region, and see for ourselves how their economic
system works. I should like to go very much; perhaps
I may go, when this affair is settled. But how are we
to convince the Government at Nanking about the
true state of affairs here, when they will not see our
delegates, and talk only about bombing Sian?"
He was a very honest man, and a firm believer
in the National Salvation programme. If the Shensi
bankers felt like this, why (I wondered) were the
missionaries so worried about the Reds?
Sian was rapidly being turned into an underground
city. The loess soil was easy to dig in, and everybody
who had a back-yard dug a cellar in it. Companies
of soldiers worked all-day shifts in the markets,
making immense bomb-proof shelters. What archaeo-
logical finds this excavation of the foundations of an
ancient capital brought to light remains unknown.
The effort might at least have been used in the
interests of science.
But the foreigners, it seemed, had had enough;
they were taking no more chances. An American
military representative who finally reached Sian by
air, having been warned that his plane could only